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WILLITON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUTICTL . 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR 


1955. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 
Mr .Chairman, Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


It  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you 
my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitation  of  your  district  for 
the  year  1953. 

The  civil  population  of  the  district  is  13,571  and  the  estimated  number 
of  inhabited  houses  4,507.  The  Rateable  Value  of  the  district  is  £70,053 
and  the  sum  of  £269-13s-9d  is  represented  by  a  penny  rate. 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  Registrar  General’s  return  shows  192  live  births, of  which  105  were 
males  and  87  females.  There  were  3  still-births  and  4  deaths  under  1  year. 
The  birth  rate  is, therefor e, 14 . 9  per  thousand  and  the  mortality  rate  for 
children  under  1  year  is  20.8  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  return  of  deaths  is  190  (90  males  and  100  females ), giving  a  death 
rate  of  14.8  per  thousand. 


Health  Services. 

The  steam  disinfector  at  the  Williton  and  District  Hospital  for  the 
Aged  Sick  continues  to  be  available  for  disinfection  purposes, and  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Taunton  for  infectious  diseases. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 


Infectious  Disease. 


Cases  Notified. 


Small  Pox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diptheria  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Measles  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

C er ebro-Spinal  Meningitis  . 

Dysentry  . 

Malaria  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

Chicken  Pox  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) . 

”  (Non-Respiratory ) 

Food  Poisoning  . 


Nil 

7 

Nil 

II 

46 

46 

Nil 

fi 

M 

M 

It 

2 

6 

Nil 

II 


2 


M. 

4 

1 


1 


F. 

4 

2 


Housing . 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  56  new  houses  and  private  enter¬ 
prise  added  a  further  25. 

To  encourage  the  improvement  of  existing  privately  owned  houses, the 
Council  has  agreed  to  the  making  of  grants  under  the  Housing  Act, 1949, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  one  scheme  had  already  been  started  and 
other  schem.es  vi/ere  in  course  of  preparation.  This  scheme  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  instrumental  in  bringing  a  number  of  houses  in  the  district  up 
to  good  modern  standards. 
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Water  Supplies. 


There  has  been  an  improvGr.ent  in  the  quality  of  suoplies  owned  by  the 
Council.  Local  shortages  viere  experienced  at  Withy  combe,  and  in  other 
areas  restrictions  v;ere  imposed. 

Extension  of  mains  has  resulted  in  piped  supplies  becoming  available 
at  Woolston  and  connections  have  already  been  made  to  9  dwellings. 
Improvement  of  the  existing  supply  at  Monks ilver  has  resulted  in  making 
available  a  piped  supply  to  a  further  3  houses. 

Water  sampling  has  continued  at  monthly  intervals  from  the  larger  supplies 
and  the  results  are  summarised  as  follows 


} 

RAW  WATFx^  !  TREATED  AFTER  GOING  II^^T0  SUPPLY 

Bacteriological  Chemical 

Bacteriological  [  Chemical 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis-i  Satis-  < 

factory  |  factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis  - 
factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

235 

51  !  19 

1 

Nil 

.0 

4 

2 

Nil 

Particulars  of  piped  Public  Supplies 


Direct  to  Houses.  ■  From  Standpipes. 


Parish . 

1 

t 

:  Hous  es 

Estimated  ; 

Population, 

Houses 

Estimated 

Population.' 

Bicknoller 

1 

i  56 

1 

182  1 

. 

Brompton  Ralph 

i 

1 

- 

- 

Carhampton 

I  210 

522 

- 

- 

Clatwor thy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Crowcombe 

'  71 

231  i 

4 

13 

Cutcombe 

<  79 

257 

- 

— 

Duns ter 

1  237 

770  ! 

- 

East  Quantoxhead 

1  40 

150  ■ 

- 

— 

Elworthy 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Holf ord 

i  87 

282  ■ 

- 

Kilve 

!  70 

228  : 

- 

Luc combe 

!  30 

98 

— 

Luxbo rough 

i 

- 

- 

Minehead  V/ithout 

!  18 

59 

— 

Monks i Iver 

1  26 

86 

- 

—  i 

Nett lecombe 

i 

i 

— 

Oare 

f  " 

— 

Old  Cleeve 

•  358 

1162 

— 

•• 

Por lock 

j  434 

1409 

— 

Sampford  Brett 

j  73 

236 

- 

S elworthy 

1  161 

523 

- 

— 

Stogumb er 

i  120 

390 

15 

44 

Stogursey 

'  276 

897 

- 

— 

Strings  ton 

*  46 

149  : 

- 

Timber s combe 

i  113 

367  i 

Tr eborough 

» 

-  : 

— 

West  Quantoxhead 

!  67 

218 

- 

Williton 

:  441 

1642  • 

Withycombe 

75 

245  j 

— 

Wootton  Courtney 

70 

227 

— 

5158  10310  :  17  57 


Drainage  &  Sewage  Disposal. 

During  the  year  improvements  to  the  sewerage  systems  comprised  extensions 
at  Williton  and  connection  to  the  R.A.F.sea  outfall  at  Doniford, thus 
dispensing  with  the  sludge  tanks  on  the  site  of  the  old  treatment  works 
Schemes  are  in  course  of  preparation  for  Roadwat er ,Washf ord , Blue  Anchor 
and  Crowcombe. 
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Refucie  Collection  &  Disposal , 

Refuse  continues  to  be  cf.llected  by  British  Roaa  Bcu  vices , under  contract 
and  disposal  is  at  the  four  controlled  tips  at  Bossington, Duns  ter, 
Woolston  &  Stringston. 


Food  Supplies. 

Meat  supplies  for  the  district  continue  to  be  supplied  from  the  central 
slaughterhouse  at  Minehead,  The  whole  of  the  supplies  of  ice-cream  sold 
in  this  district  are  manufactured  outside.  Thei-e  are  two  dair ies , register¬ 
ed  for  retail  only, in  the  area.  Premises  registered  under  Section  14  of 
the  Food  &  Drugs  Act, 1938, number  49. 

C  amp i  . 


This  form  of  holiday  is  as  popular  as  ever.  During  the  year , approval 
was  given  to  open  a  new  site  at  Blue  Anchor  and  this  v^ill  acc-ommodate 
50  caravans  and  a  similar  number  of  tents. 

Gipsies  continue  to  occupy  Woolston  Moor.  Conditions  around  the  hedge¬ 
rows  are  continually  foul,  and  more  seveiro  action  v;ith  thega  offenders 
should  be  taken. 


Rodent  Control. 

Treatment  of  domestic  and  business  premises  has  continued  successfully  - 
but  in  order  to  maintain  really  effective  control, more  intensive  effort 
is  needed.  Under  the  present  arrangement , whereby  the  Council's  operative 
is  only  available  every  alternate  fortnight, it  is  not  possible  to  carry 
out  anything  in  the  ^ature  of  a  planned  drive  against  th^e  vermin. 

By  the  time  complainst  have  been  dealt  with, routine  sewer  treatments 
carried  out  and  attention  paid  to  refuse  tins, very  little  time  is 
available  for  inspect  ion,  especially  of  agricultural  holdings  which,  v/ith 
the  depletion  of  A .E . C . staff , consequent  upon  the  transfer  of  powers  to 
the  local  Authority  under  the  Act, are  liable  to  becom.e  a  source  of 
infestation  to  surrounding  occupiers. 

The  following  inspections  and  treatments  have  been  carried  out:- 


oe  of  Property 

Inspected.  ' 

Treated . 

Domestic 

I 

674  ‘ 

440 

Agricultural 

25  ! 

2 

Business 

16  i 

10 

Total: - 

715 

452 

Factories  Act. 


The  number  and  size  of  factories  in  your  district  remains  materially 
the  same.  There  have  been  two  informal  notices  under  the  Act. 

The  number  of  outworkers  in  the  district  is  six, all  of  whom  are  on 
a  part-time  basis. 

Summary  of  Inspections  made  by  the  Council’s 

Public  Health  Department. 


Housing  Acts . 

Houses  Inspected  . 117 

”  ”  -Individual  Defects  .  7 

Miscellaneous  inspections  .  2 

Informal  Notices  served  . 26 

Statutory  ”  ”  7 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Inspections  of  Drainage  &  Sewerage  .  114 

”  "  Water  Supplies  .  46 

"  ”  Refuse  Disposal  . 114 

"  ”  Camping  Sites  . 68 

"  ”  Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  .  22 
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Inspections  of  Sanitary  Fittings  . 

"  ”  Nuisances  . 

”  ”  ^ublic  Conveniences  . 

"  ”  dangerous  Buildings  . 

Mlscellr.L-oous  inspections  . 

Informal  Notices  served  . 

Statutory  ”  "  . 

Food  &:  Drugs  A ct . 

Inspections  of  Food  &  Catering  Premises 

"  "  Slaughterhouses  . 

”  ”  Carcases  . 

"  "  Knackers  Yards  . 

Informa]  Notices  served  . 


Food  Condemned.  Lbs.  Czo 

Fresh  &  Preserved  Meat  .  258  4 

Tinned  Meat  .  166  J.2 

Meat  Products  . 16  j2 

Fruit  &  Vegetables  . 

Fish  . ' . 

Soup  . 

Milk  . 


.4 

58 

15 

I. 

.  9 
8 
9 

15 
.  5 
8 
.  5 
.  2 


65 

...1 

5 

28 


tins 

n 

ti 

It 


Water  Samples. 

Number  of  Bacteriological  Samples  taken  .  510 

"  ”  Chemical  Samples  taken  .  26 


144 
144 

Public  Health  Administration. 


Complaints  received 

”  investigated 


The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  Mr .R .B. Perrett, Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector , and  Mr .A .F.M. Howard, Additional  Sanitary  Inspector , both  of 
whom  hold  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

The  ulerk  to  the  Department  is  Mr .R . J. Ashman. 

I  am, Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


•M.B.,Ch.b., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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